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Newsletter 6 – May 2012

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!
FITZROY PLACE SETS THE
SCENE FOR UPCOMING
BLOCKBUSTER
Introduction
As we reach our sixth newsletter and approach
our six month mark on site, we are very
pleased at the progress that has been made to
date. Whilst for many, it may seem that a ‘large
hole in the ground’ is now a ‘larger hole in the
ground’, much important subterranean work
has been carried out. Much of the existing
reinforced concrete foundations have now been
removed and steel stabilisation walls have
been installed around the majority of the site.
In addition, a large amount of ground material
has been removed from site for recycling, the
façade retention structure to 10 Mortimer Street
has been installed and stabilisation work to the
Chapel has been undertaken.
As the headline suggests, during the last
month some observant neighbours may have
seen film crews in and around the site,

particularly near the corner of Nassau and
Riding House Street. Whilst we were not
able to inform neighbours in advance and
are unable to divulge which movie it will
be, we can say that the unique nature of
this development site in Central London
has proved an ideal scene for a big-budget
‘international suspense thriller’. Those with
a keen eye would have also recognised
the well-known Hollywood actor and may
recognise the scene when the movie is
released in 2013.

The coming month’s activities
– Installation of stabilisation piles to
the Cleveland Street and Mortimer
Street (west) site perimeters.
– Commence the sensitive Chapel
contiguous piling works.
– E xcavate to a reduced level at the
centre and south eastern area of
the site.
– Complete erection of the
demolition scaffolding to
10 Mortimer Street.
– Install prop support to basement
floors of 10 Mortimer Street in
preparation for demolition.
– Subject to clearing of planning
conditions, commence demolition
works to 10 Mortimer Street.

Going forward there will be sadly limited
opportunities to entertain such ‘extracurricular’ activities as building is set to
progress apace. You may however see a few
more cameras rolling for smaller productions
if you keep an eye out.

Works Summary:
Following on from last month’s comments, further works have been added to
McGee’s contract that have taken them beyond the previous completion date of
30th April. These works include further excavation, works to 10 Mortimer Street and
the piling surrounding the Chapel. We anticipate McGee’s work taking them to the
end of July at which point we would expect a main contractor to take over the site
and commence building works.
Works in the previous month included the continuation of stabilisation works down
Nassau Street and onto Mortimer Street and also south down Cleveland Street,
further excavation works and removal of fill and drilling which allows stabilisation
piles to both the perimeter and Chapel to be inserted.

Start of the month

End of the month

Traffic Routes
As stabilisation and excavation works are carried out around
the Mortimer Street entrance, the Cleveland Street access gate
will continue to be used during the next month, which means
traffic will leave the site up Cleveland Street and then east
along Maple Street to Tottenham Court Road.
The work around the Mortimer Street entrance is expected to
be completed by the end of May at which point both access
gates will be able to be used.
As excavation continues, vehicle movements are expected
to remain at approximately 30-40 lorry movements a day.

Lorry with automatic canopy

We continue to utilise a third traffic marshall when the
Cleveland Street gate is being used and lorry movements
are high between 0815-0900 and 1445-1530 hours.

Neighbourly Matters
With regard to the previous month, reports from our noise,
dust and vibration monitoring equipment show that impacts
were within permitted Westminster City Council levels.
In the previous newsletter we were particularly conscious
of the impact the dry weather was having on the site works,
particularly with regard to dust. Needless to say, as soon as
we said that it became apparent that mitigating the spread of
mud on to the roads would have to be our main focus as the
wet weather was, and continues to be, upon us.

Increased excavation

From dialogue we have had from some neighbours, it
would seem that the installation of stabilisation piles to
the perimeter of the site is not causing any unreasonable
impact to those neighbours directly facing the site, which is
encouraging news. This work is set to continue for the coming
month so we would expect the impact on neighbours to be
similar to the previous month.
We have noticed, and we are sure you have too, that there has
been a number of road works going on in and around the site
to repair what seem to be sink holes in the road. Whilst this
may appear to be connected to our works due to the activity
on site and the proximity, they are in fact related to water
pipe issues and are being carried out on behalf of Thames
Water. We will continue to monitor these works.

Support retaining structure to 10 Mortimer Street

As always, if you have any issue whatsoever in regard
to activities on site please don’t hesitate to contact our
Community Liaison Manager Marc Byrne on 07867 806 354
or marc.byrne@mcgee.co.uk

Temporary propping to the Chapel

